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There a r e  many groups i n  northern Laos, such as the  Lao, the 

Meo , t he  Yao and the Kha Mou ( ~ h o u  Theng) , in terspersed among one 

another. It i s  an area where the  e thnic  s t ruc tu res  a r e  complicat- 

ed and t h e  cu l tures  a r e  mixed. I am l imi t ing  my consideration t o  

the  d l s t r i c t  of Pha Tang and i t s  v i c i n i t y ,  and w i l l  t r y  t o  make 

c lea r  t h e  r e l a t ionsh ip  of t h e  Yao t o  t h e  o ther  groups. F i r s t ,  I 

w i l l  present some data on t h e  Yao t r i b e  i n  the v i l l a g e  of Kaisou, 

t h e i r  se t t lement  pa t te rns ,  s o c i a l  organization and re l ig ion ;  then 

I w i l l  show t h e i r  c o n t ~ c t  and in te r re l a t ionsh ips  with the  surround- 

ing groups. In  the  v i c i n i t y  of t h e  v i l l a g e  of Pha Tang, the  Yao and 

Meo a r e  found i n  the mountainous d i s t r i c t s ,  t h e  Phou Theng s e t t l e  

on the s lopes  and a t  the  foot  of the  mountains, and t h e  Lao l i v e  i n  - 

the  va l leys  and on the  p la ins ,  

From September, 1957,to A p r i l ,  1958, t h e  author t raveled i n  

Thailand, Cambodia and Laos a s  a member of t h e  par ty  fo r  Research 

on Rice Cul ture  in  Southeast Asia. From January t o  Apr i l ,  1958, 

the  wr i t e r  l ived  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  of Pha Tang i n  northern Laos and 

d i d  research on the Thai v i l l a g e s  i n  t h e  area.  Pha Tang i s  a Lao 

v i l l age  located between Vientiane and Luang Prabang. In the  v ic in-  

i t y  of Pha Tang there  a r e  many mountains which r i s e  1,000 t o  1,700 

meters above sea l eve l ,  and between them t h e  two r i v e r s  -- the  Nam . 

Pha Mone and the  Nam San flow toward t h e  south.  They meet a t  t he  

southern border o f  the  v i l l a g e ,  becoming t h e  Nam San  and the  Nam 

Ngun before  joining the  Mekong River e a s t  of Vientiane. Ban Pha 

Tang i s  loca ted  i n  a val ley.  On t h e  same r i v e r  the re  a r e  sev- 
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era1 other  Lao v i l l ages  a t  i n t e r v a l s  of a  few kilometers.  Among 

these a r e  some Thai Deng v i l l a g e s ,  o r i g i n a l l y  from other  areas.The 

language of the  v i l l a g e r s  d i f f e r s  s l i g h t l y .  Most of them a r e  i m -  

migrants from Sam Neua and Xieng Khouang. The Meo and the Kha Mou, 

( the  l a t t e r  a l so  known a s  t h e  Phou Theng or  Thai   hen^)^ a r e  lo-  

cated i n  the mountains and a t  the  foot  of the  mountains i n  t h i s  

d i s t r i c t .  There a r e  a l s o  a  couple of Yao v i l l ages .  h?hiLe they 

preserve t h e i r  own c u l t u r a l  t r a d i t i o n s ,  they a l s o  maintain c lose 

in te r - re la t ionships  with t h e  o the r  groups. Although they a r e  not 

a l l  content ,  i n  general ,  they Live together  peacefully.  The com- 

plexi ty  of the  e thnic  s t r u c t u r e  i s  one of the remarkable character-  

i s t i c s  of t h i s  d i s t r i c t .  4 

The purpose of research  i n  t h i s  v i l l a g e  (Ban Pha Tang) was an 

intensive study of t h e  s o c i e t y  and t h e  cu l tu te  of a  Lao v i l l age ;  

and to  c o l l e c t  data f o r  comparative purposes, we v i s i t e d  as many 

as  possible of the  surrounding Lao v i l l a g e s .  Accordingly, a t  f i r s t  

there  was no in ten t ion  of researching  t h e  minority groups, but the  

s ight  of t h e i r  extraordinary costumes, and the smoke r i s i n g  from 

the  top of the  mountains whetted a  d e s i r e  t o  seek t h e i r  cu l tu re  and 

society.  I v i s i t ed  the  Yao v i l l a g e  of Kaisou f i r s t  on January 24th 

and again on February 14th t o  t h e  16th.  A t  the  time of the  f i r s t  

v i s i t ,  I took Po Boua and Tondi of Ban Pha' T.ang , and a por te r .  On 

the  second v i s i t  I took Po Boua and a por t e r .  Of course, they were 

not primarily in te res ted  i n  our  research .  Po Boua was the  land- 

lord of the  house where I s t ayed ,  and Tondi the  landlord of the  

house next door. Our research  was done i n  a  shor t  period of time 
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and we had many d i f f i c u l t i e s ,  one of them being the language (even 

though the  Yao spoke Lao qu i te  wel l ) ,  so we could not get suff ic-  

'ient data. I should r e s t r a i n  myself from publishing data in t h i s  

form, but we do not have much data on the Yao so I hope t h i s  report  

w i l l  f e r  new knowledge on the  Yao. 
5 

Yao t r ibes  a re  found in  great numbers i n  the northern par t  of 

the  Tonkin Plain and in  the  western mountains, but i n  Laos they are 

found mainly in  the southwestern pa r t  of Sam Neua and around Nam 

Tha, and i n  the northwestern part  of Phong Saly. There are  a l so  a 

f e w -  Yao vi l lages around Luang Prabang and some i n  the northern part  

of Thailand. lo In contrast  t o  the Lao, the geographic expansion of 

the Yao has been e r r a t i c .  Yao youths around Luang Prabang frequent& 

l y  take the  three-day walk t o  v i s i t  the  Yao vi l lages near Pha Tang, - 

andwhen an show id them pictures of Yao i n  the  highlands of Tankin, 

they looked eagerly and made a note of t h e i r  location. 

Now l e t  us extend our scope t o  the  whole of south China and look 

a t  the d is t r ibut ion of the  Yao t r i be .  For t h i s  purpose, we have 

only' the  maps of Bernatzik, 
12  

Eickstedt and Wiens. From these 

we know that  the Yao t r i b e  i s  now widely dis tr ibuted i n  Kwantung, 

Kwangsi, Hunan and Yunnan provinces. I f  we compare these maps with 

those of the d is t r ibut ion of the same t r i b e  in  ancient times by 

Wiens, we can surmise t ha t  formerly t he  Yao were widely scat tered 

a l l  over t h e  d i s t r i c t s  south of t h e  Yangtze River, and l a t e r  were 

gradually forced into the  mountain d i s t r i c t s .  But i s  t h i s  t rue? 

wiens13 summarizes t r i b a l  . relat ionships i n  south China a s  £01- 

lows: 1) The. Chuang or  T f a i ,  a r e  the  wet-rice cul t iva tors  located 
- 
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i n  the valleys and plains.  The cen t ra l  location of the  Chuarrg 

cul ture i s  i n  Kwangsi Province, but they a lso  extend in to  a large 

part  of Kwangtung and Fukien , Chekiang , Kwangs i , Hunan , Kweichow , 

Szechwan, Yunnan and Kiangsi Provinces. In  Yunnan the  Chuang 

cul ture i s  comparatively i so la ted  as  a minority group, but in  the 

eastern part  it made a great  contribution t o  the  ancient Yueh cul-  

tu re ,  and i n  Kweichow and Szechwan i t  has undergone some changes 

and has become integrated with the  local  culture.  

The Yao established t h e i r  influence a l l  over south China. Eick- 

s tedt  mentions tha t  Hsia-min i n  Fukien i s  one of the Yao t r ibes  in 

a broad sense. It i s  sa id  t o  be the Yao and not the  Thai who a re  

the  oldest  inhabitants (.Urbewohner) of the  coast of south China, and 

it i s  the  Thai,  not the  Yao, were the next group appearing 

there. According t o  Eickstedt ,  the  Yao language belonged t o  

%onkmerische Sprache" from the  beginning. 

Liang Shun shengtsl5 view is  as  follows: The ancient Man. i s  the 

same as the  present Yao and Hsia-min gr-aups. The Man t r i b e ,  i n  a 

broad sense,  i s  identical with the  Meo t r ibe .  But i n  a narrow 

sense, the  Man t r i b e  r e f e r s  ..only t o  descendents 6f"P'an-hu." Hsia- 

min a r e  scat tered i n  Fukien, Chekiang and the northern par t  of Ton- 

kin. Man i s  the  Yaol s name for  themselves. The areas rtnhabited ,by 

the Man before the th ree  ancient dynasties (Hsia, Shang and ~ h o u )  

w e r e  the southwestern parts of  Funan i n  the Chou p e r - i o d ,  and w e r e  

located i n  the  Yangtze val ley.  In  the  Sung period they were called 

Man-Yao, and migrated south t o  Kwangtung and Kwangsi. Later ,  they 

divided and the  eastern group entered Fukien and Chekiang and be- 
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came Hsia-min; the  western group moved in to  Yunnan via  Kwangsi and 

have been called Man. The people who stayed i n  Hunan and Kwangsi 

a re  called Yao. 

16 
Hsu Sung Yufs History of the  People i n  the  Yueh Chima Vallev 

was a ~ s o  useful fo r  my research, even though there were some quest- 

ionable points i n  it. Above a l l ,  h i s  f ree  l i ngu i s t i c  in terpre ta t ion  

was instructive.  According t o  him, the  places of o r ig in  of the  Yao 

a re  Kwangsi, Chekiang and Fukien. I n  sum, Yu considers the  Yao t r i b e  

moved first . . t o  the southwest, :theti we,,  .mu -3inaLZy t o  "Indochina. 

W e  can summarize these statements as  follows: They a l l  agree 

that  the place of or ig in  of the  Yao i s  the  eastern par t  of south 

China, but there a re  many disagreements as t o  the  course of migra- - 

t ion,  the r e l a t i on  between the  adjacent t r i be s  and the  c l a s s i f i c a -  

t ion of t h e i r  language. Recently Benedict c l a s s i f i ed  the  Meo and 

Yao languages together w i t h  the  Languages , of Thai ,  Kadai, Indonesia, 

Monkhmer and Vietnamese as  proto-Austric languages. 1 7  But t o  c l a r -  

i f y  the o r ig in  and course of Yao migration, w e  have t o  depend on 

the further development of anthropological and archaeological. r e -  

search. Here, I only want t o  make the  following points: 

1)  due to  t he  pressure from the  Han (Chinese) t o  the  north,  the Yao 

have spread t o  the  mountainous area of south China, and t h e i r  cul-  

ture  has gained many elements through long contact with the  Han and 

adjacent g roups ,  especial ly the Thai and Meo, and 2) the w e s t e r n  ex- 

tremity of t h e i r  d i s t r ibu t ion  i s  i n  northern Laos, and the  southern 

boundary i s  approximated by Pha Tang v i l lage .  This v i l l age  i s  the  - 

south-western f ron t ie r  of the Yao and as such r e f l e c t s  accret ions of 
5 



pat te rns  from northern Indo-China, south China as  wel l  as the in- 

fluences of surrounding l o c a l  cu l tu res .  

Culture and Society of the  Yao Tr ibe  
What i s  t h e  c u l t u r e  and soc ie ty  of the  Yao t r i b e  l i k e  today. 

Eberhard summarized it a s  follows: 
18 

Economy: Mountainous h a b i t a t  with s h i f t i n g  c u l t i v a t i o n ;  frequent 

change i n  sett lements,  a n d .  hunting and gathering of 

ed ib le  p lan t s .  The c u l t i v a t i o n  of potatoes i s  s i g n i f i -  

cant .  

Socia l  S t ruc ture :  Neither a ru l ing  c l a s s  nor a t r i b a l  organization 

a r e  w e l l  developed. They have a s t rong pa t r i a rcha l  clan,  

and p r a c t i c e  exogamy, with frequent cross-cous i n  nar- 

Yiages. Other t r a i t s  include the  .custom of spontaneous 

eschange of poetry,  and, t r i a l  marriage. The formal mar- 

r i a g e  r i t e  i s  performed only a f t e r  t h e  ch i ld  i s  born. In- 

i t i a t i o n  ceremonies i n t o  t h e  adu l t  l i f e  e x i s t .  

Religion: Worship of t h e  dog god and Plan-hu. They have both dog 

and tXg'er' taboos,  and t i g e r  worship. A t  t h e  end of the  

year  they perform the  play masquerade r i t e .  They have 

memorial t a b l e t s  and worship t h e i r  ances tors .  The de- 

ceased i s  placed i n  a c o f f i n  and buried. Shamanism forms 

an important element i n  t h e i r  r e l i g i o u s  p rac t i ces .  

Domestic L i fe :  One-story houses with  ea r th  f l o o r s ,  no veranda. A 

f i r e  i s  i n  t h e  center  of t h e  f l o o r ;  along t h e  walls there  
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a re  pal le ts  ; the  cooking i s  done in  a corner of the  rectangular 

house, over a crude stove. Most of t h e i r  houses a r e  for  small fam- 

i l i e s .  They wear short  coats and do not wear shoes. Their  hair  i s  

c a r e f u l l y  braided. Burdens, supported by. a headband, are carried on 

the i r .  backs, 

These a r e  some of the  generalized features of the Yao. Now l e t  

us describe the Yao i n  northern Laos. The following data on the 

Yao pertains t o  Ban Kaisou unless otherwise specified: 

(1) Houses and Settlements. 
In the mountainous areas near Ban Pha Tang, there  a r e  three Yao 

v i l l ages ,  Kaisou, Pha Louang and Pha Nam Pin. A l l  of them LO- 

cated i n  Muong Vang Vieng, are between 1,000 t o  1,700 meters 

above sea level .  In  Muong Kassy (north of Muong Vang ~ i e n g )  

there i s  a Yao v i l l a g e  called Pha Tiou, but only the  three  vil- 

lages i n  Muong Vang Vieng a re  i n  d i r e c t  contact with the  Lao 

in Ban Pha Tang. There a r e  27 houses i n  Ban Kaisou, making it 

a comparatively l a rge  Yao vi l lage .  The other two v i l l ages  are 

much smaller; Pha Louang has only 5-6 houses and Pha. Nam Pin 

has 7-8 houses. There a r e  a lso  several  Yao vi l lages  near Luang 

Prabang sub-divided in to  hamlets, e.g. Pha Koum i s  composed of 

the  hamlets of Nja Kha ( 2 5  houses), Om Se (4-5 houses), and Tam 

Yat (LO houses). But i n  the  v i l l ages  near Pha Tang there  i s  

only one community and one Nai Ban (v i l l age  headman) who super- 

vises the  three  v i l lages .  

T o  reach Kaisou from Pha Tang i t  i s  necessary t o  w a l k  far - 

four. hours t o  Den Din (occasionally trucks a r e  used) then turn 

7 



r ight  in to  the  fores t ;  cross a s ingle  bamboo-pole bridge. (which was 

subsequently r ebu i l t )  over a small stream 3 meters wide, and then 

climb a s teep slope. A t  places there  a r e  log huts where people r e s t  

when carrying heavy burdens, and there  a r e  a l so  caves providing 

shel ter  from the  ra in .  In about an hour a r idge  of t he  mountain i s  

reached and then the path crosses the  ridge. After a while we some 

t o  a rotted-bamboo gate which seems t o  be the  entrance t o  Kaisou 

vi l lage.  After another hour, a wide f i e l d  suddenly opens up and the 

Yao v i l l age  appears i n  the  basin surrounded by many Limestone peaks. 

The v i l l a g e  i s  located on the south s ide  of the basin, 980 meters 

above sea l e v e l ,  surrounded by the  sharp peaks of Pha Tong Ching. 

In the surrounding areas there  a r e  forested limestone slopes i n t e r -  

spersed with a few patches of grass. In  the  center of the  basin i s  

a small stream, but during the  dry season there  i s  no water. T h e  

houses stand i n  one o r  two l ines  i n  t he  shape of a r i gh t  angle.  They 

are  s i tua ted  very close t o  each other.  Scattered nearby a r e  r i c e  

granaries,  pig pens, horse s tables  and chicken coops. Tbere a re  no 

boundary fences. I n  the  center of the  v i l l a g e  i s  a f enced-in area 

where p lants  from which dyes a re  made, a r e  cul t iva ted .  Tea plants ,  

peach t r e e s  and other plants  a r e  nearby. 21 In  the  northern part  of 

the v i l l a g e  there  i s  another f i e ld  of t ea  p l an t s ,  and beyond it 

there a r e  poppy and vegetable f i e lds .  When the  author v is i ted  the  

village at the end of January, there were white and purple poppies 

in  f u l l  bloom. Corn, red peppers and cabbage a r e  interspersed i n  

the poppy f i e l d .  The western par t  of t he  v i l l a g e  i s  covered by 

shrubbery but some areas have been cleared t o  cu l t i va t e  coffee. 
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According t o  the Yao the coffee plants had been brought from the 

Boloven plateau t o  the Lao but d i d  not grow well  in  t h i s  area. The 

south of the  v i l l age  i s  dense forest  which spreads over the ridges 

and the mountain tops. The Yao v i l l age  i s  l i k e  an oasis in  the 

desert', a  "hidden vil lage" in the t ropica l  fo re s t ,  

T h e  s i z e  of the  houses in  t h i s  v i l l age  var ies .  In Figure 2 ,  

the houses numbered 11, 2 2 ,  23 ,  26 and 27 a r e  very small. Some of 

them a re  so small tha t  they Look Like storage houses or tool  sheds, 

while some a r e  well-built .  This seems t o  ind ica te  social  s t r a t a  in  

the community. Generally speaking, the  houses a r e  made of wood w i t h  

earthen f loors  and gabled roofs. Some of the  houses have thatched 

roofs while others have wood shingles. Two o r  three of the houses - 

use the  wave-shaped galvanized iron sheets (Japanese made) on one 

side of the  roof ,  The slope of the roofs i s  very s teep,  and the 

ra in  water i s  conducted through bamboo pipes i n t o  a  well ,  which i s  
\ 

not used during the  dry season. Pa l l e t s  a r e  b u i l t  i n  a row on one 

s ide of the  room; on the  'opposite s ide  are p a l l e t s  for  guests. The 

f i replace and cooking stove a r e  bu i l t  on the  floor2' and an a l t a r  

i s  placed on one s ide  of the  wall. There a r e ,  occasionally, several 

papers pasted near the a l t a r  with the  saying, "'Directly overhead, 

pure wind blows; He grows wings and f l i e s  away," writ ten i n  Chinese. 

A t  times, on a board over the entrance the re  a r e  very expertly w r i t -  

ten Chinese characters indicating the  year and date of the  construct- 

ion of the  house. Since t h e  houses a r e  b u i l t  on the  slope, one side 

of the house i s  on s t i l t s ,  and on t h i s  s ide  a r e  generally placed 

the beds fo r  tbe guests ,and the ..pig-.pen. The horse s tab les ,  chicken - 

9 



coops and t h e  r i c e  granary a r e  a t tached  t o  the  houses. The f loor  of 

t h e  r i c e  granary i s  b u i l t  high on p i l l a r s  with board planks t o  pre -  

vent mice from get t ing  i n t o  the  r i c e .  Occasionally, the pig-pens 

a r e  b u i l t  separa te  from the  house. 

~ a i s o u  was founded 14 years ago,  Pha Nam Pin 20  years ago and 

Pha Louang v i l l a g e  i s  more than 50 years  o ld .  

A ~ r i c u l t u r e  and Livestock. 
Horses, c a t t l e ,  p igs ,  chickens and dogs a r e  kept. Water buffalo 

c a t s  and geese do not occur i n  Kaisou but they a r e  found in Pha Koum 

v i l l a g e .  A t  a dis tance from t h e  v i l l a g e ,  f i e l d s  have been cleared 

(by burning the  grasses and trees)  f o r  c u l t i v a t i n g  poppies, dry r i c e ,  

sugar cane, corn,  sweet potatoes and bananas. On the r idges and 

s lopes ,  a d is tance  of 2 - 3  hours walk from t h e  v i l l a g e ,  there  are  

r i c e  f i e l d s ,  and a l so  th ree  groups of houses; one group of two, an- 

o t h e r  of t h r e e  and a t h i r d  one of f i v e  can be seen. Wood and bamboo 

a r e  used f o r  construct ion and fo r  making paper. They a l s o  mine s i l -  

ve r  and lead.  23 Recently, the  population has increased and the 

f i e l d s  have expanded from Kaisou v i l l a g e  t o  t h e  Den Din ridge (675 

meters above sea l eve l ) .  

Their  main a g r i c u l t u r a l  products a r e  opium, r i c e  and corn. Pop- 

p ies  a r e  harvested three  times a year -- f i r s c  the  poppy seeds. a r e  

sown i n  J u l y  and harvested in  September. Second, the  sowing i s  done 

i n  August and t h e  harvesting in  December, and the  same procedure 

again i n  September, with the  harves t  i n  January o r  February. They 

gather  t h e  milky l iqu id  from t h e  poppy seeds and make r a w  opium. 

This  i s  t h e i r  main source of cash income. 
10 



They have several kinds of dry r i c e ,  of which the  author obtained 

samples of three types. :Rice i s  sown i n  March or  April and reaped 

in  September. Their s-taple food i s  non-glutinous r ice .  Corn i s  

used fo r  livestock. 

They have several horses, used for  transportation. They a153 

have cows. According to  the Yao, the  Lao buy cows from t h e m  and the 

Meo. Beside w i l d  birds and animals, pork and chicken a re  very i m -  

portant food items. 

Food Habits 
They take the i r  breakfast a t  1 1 : O O  a.m. and have two or  three 

other meals, but usually have two formal meals per day, and when they 

a re  hungry between meals, they eat  baked sweet potatoes, baked ban- 

anas o r  chew on sugar cane. They s i t  down around a round table or  

take t h e i r  sea ts  around the  f i r e .  Men and women never eat  together. 

I f  the  family i s  large,  the  head of t h e  family and the  elder males 

eat f i r s t ;  next the r e s t  of the  males, and l a s t - a r e - t h e  ferriales,who 

eat  by the  stove. During meals the  head of the  family i s  eeated 

f i r s t  and prays before a l l  begin t o  e a t .  A t  t he  time of a formal 

party fo r  a f e s t i va l  t h i s  procedure i s  more complicated. F i r s t ,  the 

v i l l age  headman or  the e ldes t  man gives a long prayer i n  a low voice; 

next, the  host stands and passes the  wine glasses t o  the guests,  one 

by one. The glasses are received by t he  guests then returned to  the 

host. Next, the guests individually pass the glasses to the  host. 

Then a toas t  i s  made, the  wine i s  drunk and the  eating begins. Long 

tables  covered with banana leaves a r e  prepared fo r  par t ies .  I f  theze 

are many guests,  they a r e  divided i n t o  two or  three  groups, the f i r s t  
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group being t h e  e ldes t  males, the  second t h e  remaining male guests ,  

and l a s t ,  t h e  male members of the hos t ' s  family. - In- t h e  case - x  

of a wedding par ty  t h e  fa thers  of t h e  b r ide  and bridegroom ea t  l a s t ,  

and f i h a l l y  the women, by the stove.  The women do t h e  cooking, 

and t h e  young unmarried g i r l s  serve t h e  food under s t r i c t  super- 

v i s i  on. 

The 'staple. food i s  non-glutinous r i c e ,  which i s  served in  a 

cooking bowl, and chopsticks a r e  used. A t  a formal meal glutinous 

r i c e  is  a l s o  ea ten ,  steamed and occasional ly  served on banana leaves. 

Some of t h e  r i c e  seems t o  be steamed, then fermented, while another 

r i c e  d ish  seems t o  have sweet r i c e  a lcohol  poured over it. They are  

especial ly  fond of t h i s  type of food. A soup i s  made of pork f a t  

and bamboo shoots;  a s  t h e  meal i s  ea ten ,  boiled vegetables a r e  

placed i n  t h e  soup. Braised ground pork, boiled chicken l e g s  and 

wings a r e  a l s o  f a v o r i t e s .  Raw cabbage and roasted pork a r e  a l so  

served. The foods are usual ly  sa tura ted  with  pork f a t .  There a re  

two kinds of r i c e  a lcohol ,  red and white. Some of t h e  o lde r  people 

keep saccharin which they put i n  the  a lcohol  when they dr ink.  They 

r e f e r  t o  t h e  saccharin a s  "sugar." A s  t h e  dinner progresses ,  p i g  

blood which has coagulaeed in to  the  .consist;ency of pudding i s  placed 

i n  a wash basin,  and passed around. Sometimes chopped green onions 

a r e  placed i n  t h i s  d i s h ,  which i s  considered an energy-producing 

food. T e a  and opium a r e  a l s o  taken - -  t h e  tea  leaves being toast- 

ed and then placed i n  t h e  hot water. Opium i s  eaten only by the 

adul t  males, never by t h e  younger boys. The same i s  t r u e  of tobacco. 

There seems t o  be a s t r i c t  r u l e  concerning age l i m i t s  with respect 



t o  eating opium and smoking tobacco. The o lde r  men eat  opium i n  the  

afternoon, espec ia l ly  a f t e r  t h e i r . m e a l s ,  and because of t h i s  habi t  

many of them appear pale. The headman of t h e  v i l l a g e  spent most of 

the time ly ing  down, wrapped i n  b lankets ,  and appeared t o  be addict-  

ed t o  opium. The Yao import Nescafe and condensed milk from the  Lao 

v i l l ages ,  and the  r i c h  people favor coffee. 

The Yao people l i k e  t h e i r  costumes and do not change them f o r  

t h e i r  da i ly  labor o r  t o  t ake  p a r t  i n  r i t u a l s .  Their  c lothing i s  

made of roughly woven black co t ton ,  most of which i s  made i n  Japan. 

Their caps a r e  decorated i n  the center  with red yarn pompoms, w h i l e  

the s ides  of the  caps have r e d  woven cot ton mater ia l .  The same red 

cotton i s  woven in to  t h e  c o l l a r s  and s leeves .  S i l v e r  braiding i s  

a lso used along the  c o l l a r s  and s leeves .  Usually, no underwear o r  

shoes a r e  worn. The women place a piece of red mater ia l  on top of 

t h e i r  heads and wrap a turban on top  of t h a t .  The material  used f o r  

the  turban i s  a l s o  used f o r  t h e i r  sash,  but t h e  flower embroidery on 

the turban i s  a l i t t l e  smal ler .  S i l v e r  earr ings  and several  brace- 

l e t s  a r e  a l s o  worn. The s k i r t  worn by t h e  women i s  divided i n t o  

three panels. P-ed yarn i s  used on the  c o l l a r  of the  blouse, which 

i s  held together with two rec tangular  s i lve r -p la t ed  hooks. Their  

t rousers  a r e  embroidered with flower pa t t e rns  and a sash i s  worn over 

the s k i r t  and t rouse r s ,  wi th  one end of t h e  sash tucked i n  a t  the  

waist.  Undergarments a r e  not  worn. The women do not bathe a t  a l l  
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and t h e i r  body odor i s  overpowering. 

Li teracv i n  Chinese 
In  addi t ion  t o  t h e  board above t h e  entrance to  a house with the  



year and the  date of construct ion, there w e r e  a l so  Chinese - c h a r ~ s r s  

beside the  a l t a r s .  On the wall of the  house where I stayed, I found 

a' paragraph of Chinese writings . . . 
"My country i s  large and has a l a rge  p ~ p u l a t i o n ,  and there 
were ,formerly 28  provinces, Aftzr v i c z ~ ~ y  i n  the  b7zr, we 
took the  northeastern par t  (Manchurjn:, and made i t  i n t o  9 
provinces. Since the recapture of Forn~osa from Japan, there 
a r e  now 35 provinces." 

The family had a dictionary published i n  Shanghai and t5ey also  had 
a textbook of social  s tudies ,  which was used i n  t he i r  daily l i f e .  
A record of the  opium sa les  was kept i n  a kind of account book by 
brush-writing on the bamboo paper they made. They write not  only 
records,  but a l so  something approaching poetry,  and I was very much 
surprised by a 15-16 year old boy who wrote a C'hinese poeT. The 
following a r e  examples of t h e i r  poems ( i n  rough translat ton):  

"Those who share a common dest iny w i l l  meet though far apart, 
But i f  they do not have a common dest iny,  they w i l l  nwer  meet. 

"Those who share a common dest iny w i l l  be re la ted  t o  each other 
as  brothers by a miracle sent  from heaven. 

"In the  beginning our ancestors a l l  l ived together,  but now w e  
a r e  scat tered a l l  over mountainous places. 

Chinese i s  a l so  used i n  letter wri t ing;  t h e  following i s  a l e t t e r  
d villager w r o t e '  t o  me asking :f&' inckse- btiFn&rs from Japan: 

"1 am very sorry t o  trouble you, but i f  you w i l l ,  please get 
ten  incense burners and ten bowls regardless  of t he  price.'' 

According t o  t he i r  geographical concept, Japan i s  located next t o  

Vientiane. 

A teacher from the H; t r i b e  teaches Chinese. ( The Lao r e f e r  t o  

t he  H; as the  Khon H$, whom they bel ieve t o  be descendents of re f -  

ugees from the  Taiping rebel l ion  i n  china.)  Some of the HS under- 

stand Yao while others do not. The H; teachers a r e  under contract 

t o  the  Yao for  a cer ta in  period of time t o  teach Chinese t o  the 

young people. In the v i l l age  of Pha Koum near Luang Prabang, many 



Ho teach Chinese and receive 1,100 kip. 25 In  Kaisou, a H; teacher - 

from Yunnan taught Chinese, but he died f ive  years  ago.^; teachers - 

*are not- found- i n  a l l .  Yao vil lage>. - For instance, there  a r e  norre 

i n  Pha Luong o r  Pha Nam Pin, Therefore, the young people i n  these 

two v i l lages  do not understand much Chinese. Generally speaking, 

the $men a r e  not l i t e r a t e  i n  Chinese. 

Contacts with other Groups and Trade 
Both the  Yao and Meo a r e  very curious by nature i n  comparison 

with other groups. When the  Yao come t o  a Lao v i l l age ,  they walk to 

every comer of the v i l l a g e ,  looking inside temples, watching car= 

penters a t  work and picking up every a r t i c l e  in  the s tores  fo r  in- 

spection. They a l so  observe the f i s h  i n  the small r i v e r s ,  the meth-- 

od of breeding pigs and chickens; cul t ivht ion,  and the  possessions - 

of strangers including the  author ( nei ther  the  Lao nor the Phou 

Theng would think of doing t h i s ) .  There a r e  two or three  houses 

with bat tery radios ,  and one house with a bicycle which i s  not used 

and i s  covered with dust. There a r e  a few homes with kerosene lamps. 

Galvanized iron roofing i s  used, following the pa t tern  of the Lao. 

Saccharin i s  taken with coffee. Formerly they t r i ed  t o  plant  coco- 

nut palms and be te l  nut t r ee s  but fa i led .  The Yao would l i k e  t o  

open up the  val ley t o  s h i f t i n g  cu l t iva t ion ,  and purchase an automo- 

b i l e  t o  connect t h e i r  v i l l a g e  with Vientiane. They would . l ike  t o  -do  

t h i s  in o r d e r  t o  bypass the  Laointermediaries wlth whon they  trade 

opium for  t h e i r  necess i t ies .  According t o  the Yao, they had saved 

suf f ic ien t  money t o  purchase an automobile but had decided not t o  

do so. 15 



Household Units and the V i l l a ~ e  
Among the Yao in  northern Laos t h e r e  appear to ..be twelve sub- 

Groups, and those of Kaisou as well  a s  Pha Luong and Pha Nam Pin 

a r e  c l a s s i f i e d  as Yao Khaw. There a r e  27 households i n  t h i s  v i l l a g e  

and the,names of t h e  heads of the  fami l ies  and the number of people 

i n  each housekold i s  a s  follows: 

1. Chao Wen Lung -- 18 15. Cheng Fu Sheng -- 9 

2.  Chao Lung Sheng -- 8 16. Cheng Wen Szu -- 5 

3 Chao Chin Sheng * 11. Chao Wen K y n  -- 14 
Chao Lung Ching *-- 10 

18. Chao Wen Hsiang -- 6 
4. Chao Lung Huan * 

Chao Lung Tang *-- 13 19. Chao Wen Sheng -- 10 

5 .  Chao Chin Mao -- 8 20. Cheng Kuei Chu -- 7 

6 .  Cheng Kuei A n  --I1 21.  Chao Wen Shou -- 6 

7. Cheng Kuei Fu -- 5 22. Chao Wen Tsung -- 5 

8. Cheng Chin Chang --6 23. Cheng Kuei Tsung -- 6 

9. Cheng Kuei Tang -- 6 24. Chao Wen Tang -- 13 

10. Cheng Chin Sheng -- LO 25. Chao Chin Shou -- 4 

11. Cheng Chin Fu -- 3 26. Cheng Tsai  Ching -- 3 

12. Chao Lung Hsiang -- 5 27.  . Chao Lung Fu -- 4 

13. L i  Lung Tsung -- 7 * I n  regard t o  no. 3 and no. 4 ,  

14. Chao Lung Bzu -- 7 two couples share one home. 

There a r e  27 homes with a population of 209 i n  t he  v i l l a g e  of Kaisou. 

The average number of members i n  one household i s  7.74. There are 

some famil ies  with only 3-4  members, o t h e r s  with about 10, and the 

maximum is 1 8 members i n  a household. The f u l l  names of No. 2 , 3  and 

5 are: Chao Lung Sheng Kun, Chao Chin Chin Sheng and Chao Chin Mao 
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Ming. Kun and Ming a re  t h e i r  fa thers  names. 

The ' a c t u a l :  age of a person i s  known only  t o  himself and t o  

h i s  family members. In general ,  it i s  not  nerzessary for  them t o  count 

t h e i r  ages numerically. The four famil ies  considered no. 1, 3 ,  8 and 

1 7  a r e  u n i l i n e a l  and consis t  of a t  l e a s t  t h r e e  generations,  and the re  

a r e  2-3 couples i n  each generation. The marriages in  a l l  27 house- 

holds a r e  monogamous, but i n  Pha Koum t h e r e  are several  polygamous 

marriages, and t h e  v i l l age  headman has t h r e e  wives. Next, l e t  us 

look a t  t h e  b i r thplace  of t h e  husbands and t h e i r  wives. There a r e  

only a few couples among whom both the  husbands and wives were born 

i n  d i f f e r e n t  v i l l ages  (two couples out of f i v e ,  i n  the  households 

surveyed). These fac ts  a r e  reminders of t h e i r  t r a d i t i o n a l  migratory 

l i f e ,  i. e. , t h e  v i l l age  i s  l i k e  a temporary, mixed household, with 

the  people coming together fnom d i f f e r e n t  v i l l a g e s ;  but consanguin- 

i t y  s t i l l  has a strong inf luence i n  v i l l a g e  s t ruc tu re .  Marriage t i e s  

extend widely t o  other v i l l a g e s  beyond t h e  l i m i t a t i o n s  of t h e i r  own 

mountain a rea .  Cases of v i l l a g e  endogamy a r e  r e l a t i v e l y  few. Mar- 

r iages  a r e  a l l  i n i t i a l l y  matr i - local :  a f t e r  t h e  wedding ceremony t h e  

husband and wife26 go t o  t h e  b r i d e ' s  home where they work for  two 

years (one year i f  the wife ' s  home i s  f a r  away), then they re turn  t o  

the  husband s home. For example, i n  Chao Chin S heng s house a man 

ca l led  Pan Kuo Sheng i s  l i v i n g  with them. H e  i s  t h e  husband of a 

granddaughter of Chao Chin Sheng, and af t e r  working two years there  

he w i l l  r e t u r n  t o  Pha Koum with h i s  wife.  It is noteworthy t h a t  t h e ,  

premarital  sexual r e l a t ions  of Yao g i r l s  a r e  f r e e ,  and it  does not 
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matter to which group t h e i r  partners belong. There a r e  many cases 

of marriage in  which the wives a r e  of the  same age or  o lder  than 

t h e i r  husbands. In one case I observed a marriage between a 17-year 

old bridegroom and a 25-year-old bride.  

As, we can see from the  l i s t  of names of family heads, among the 

Yao many names a r e  s imilar :  i n  the v i l l age  of Kaisou the re  a re  only 

three  name groups: Chao, Cheng and Li. Families with t he  same names 

a r e  referred t o  as  ton sinh or  ton fi :nh. This,  however, does not 

indicate a common ancestor. They dis t inguish t h i s  l a t t e r  fac t  by the 

name chuan tsacu. In  Kaisou there a r e  four chuan tsaou:(households 

nos.1, 1 7 ,  18, 19, 21,  28  and 3 4 )  and nos. 2,3,4,5,12, 14 ,  25 and 27 

a s  well as nos. 6,7,8,9,10,11,15,16,20, 2 3  and 2 6 ,  and l a s t ,  one 

family, no. 13. Chuan tsaou.- i s  a l ineage, and marriage within the 

same lineage i s  not permitted, tha t  i s ,  they may marry people of t5e 

ton sinh but not of the chuan tsaou. Some people think families 1, 

17, 19 and 2 1  a r e  of the same chuan tsaou but families 18,  22 and 24 

belong to  other chuan tsaouls .  According t o  the Yao t h e  Lao w o r d  f o r  

chuan tsaou i s  sua diaw kan. z7 

The Yao kinship s t ruc ture  belongs t o  the bifurcate-coi latera1 

type which distinguishes the  paternal l i n e  from the maternal l i n e ,  

and the d i rec t  l i n e  from the  c o l l a t e r a l ,  and it a l so  belongs t o  the 

Eskimo type in  refer ing t o  names of cousins, which does not dis t ing-  

uish cross-cousins from paral lel-cousins.  

Relieion 
I am not able  t o  describe the general rel igious pat terns  of the 

Yao, but during the  second v i s i t  I was able t o  observe a fes t iva l .  
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( It was on February 14th,  December 28th by the Yao calendar) when 

Pu-tou:n ( f e s t i v a l  of t h e i r  ancestors) occurred. A t  t h i s  time the - 

divination of the coming year was held. The Lao people re fe r  t o  

t h i s  f e s t i v a l  as Boun Phi Mai, meaning the  New Year Fes t iva l ,  but 

accogding t o  the  Yao people the Stan Hvan Sio Penh ( ~ a o  fo r  New 

Year Fes t iva l ) ,  i s  held on January 1 s t .  This f e s t i va l  (called T*) 

was not celebrated by the  whole v i l l age  but by only the second 

chuan tsaou group i n  t he  v i l lage .  The following i s  a description 

of t h i s  f e s t i va l :  

0x1 February 14th, around 3:00 p.m., I arrived a t  Kaisou and went 

t o  the  home of Chao Lung Sheng. Suddenly, I heard the sound of 

drums coming from the  center  of the v i l l age .  Accompanied by young- 

s t e r s ,  I went t o  one home where the drums were sounding. There were 

many Yao gathered there on the  earth f loor .  As I entered into a 

small room of the house, a person by the  name of Chao Lung Szu beck- 

oned t o  me. He was the  head of t h i s  household and about 60 years 

old. He was lying down, wrapped in  blankets and smoking opium. I 

sa t  beside him. The sound of zon (drum) and the  two kinds of b e l l s ,  

man and chao tsol&) became gradually louder and louder. The drum (- 

and the  be l l s  were being sounded in  one corner of the  house, and a 

large number of people had gathered around. A space 2 yards square 

was cleared and on the  mien t i a  Ion ( a l t a r )  incense and candles were 

burning. 

The a l t a r  i s  the shr ine  of the  ancestor. It i s  made of wood and, 

decorated with paper cut=outs i n  the form of the sun, moon and a 

s t a r .  On a t ab l e ,  placed t o  the  l e f t  of the  a l t a r ,  was a skinned 
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pig. There was a wine g las s  placed i n  f ron t  of t h e  p i g ,  and behind 

the  p i g  were 15-16 triangle-shaped white paper f l a g s  placed upright.  

T o  the  r i g h t  of the  a l t a r  was a s too l .  For a whi le ,  nothing happen- 

ed -- then one Yao man pushed open t h e  s i d e  entrance door and rush- 

ed i n , '  pushing t h e  people as ide.  He was h a t l e s s ,  with c l o s e l y  crop- 

ped h a i r  except f o r  t h e  back of h i s  head where t h e  h a i r  extended 

down t o  h i s  shoulders. H e  was i n  a t r ance  and moving around wildly. 

He was then seized by t h e  others  and taken before the  a l t a r ,  where 

he began mumbling i n  a low voice while s c a t t e r i n g  s a l t  around him. 

Next, he pulled out a chao (bamboo sticks) ; holding it i n  h i s  

r i g h t  hand and bending h i s  body forward a l i t t l e ,  he  dropped the  

s t i c k s  on the  f loor .  H e  watched t h e  pos i t ion  of  the  s t i c k s  as  he 

dropped them two o r  t h r e e  times, then turning toward t h e  people he 

dropped h i s  head forward. H i s  face w a s  pa le  and he w a s  breathing 

heavily. Lung Szu, who had been ly ing  down, suddenly got up,  and 

pushing the  people a s i d e ,  s a t  on t h e  s t o o l  by t h e  a l t a r .  H e  then 

began shaking h i s  r i g h t  foo t ,  then h i s  l e f t  f o o t ,  repea tedly ,  and 

continued t h i s  f o r  twenty o r  t h i r t y  seconds. With h i s  long h a i r  

disheveled, he stood up before the  a l t a r  and s t a r t e d  t o  pray. He 

tossed around s e v e r a l  handful-s. of r i c e ,  then began t o  dance i n  

c i r c l e s  around t h e  f loor .  While holding out h i s  r i g h t  arm and h i s  

l e f t  l eg  before him, he held h i s  l e f t  hand t o  h i s  head, hopped a - 
round i n  a circle ahout three times, then s tood before the  a l t a r .  

He picked up t h e  chao s t i c k s  and dropped them t o  the  f l o o r  several 

times i n  an experienced manner. A t  t imes the  s t i c k s  would p i l e  up, 

one on top of t h e  o t h e r ,  while a t  o the r  times rhe  s t i c k s  would 
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separate.  Following t h i s ,  he stood beside the  f i r s t  man, then .he 

dropped h i s  head forward and s t a r t e d  t o  touch h i s  h a i r  with h i s  

i e f t  hand. There was a moment of s i lence .  

Another man i n  t h e  crowd suddenly threw of f  h i s  h a t ,  then s a t  

on the  s t o o l  and began t o  shake h i s  foot .  Going in to  a  t rance ,  he 

rushed forward, f e l l  t o  t h e  ground and s t a r t e d  t o  writhe. Several  

men picked him up, and brought him st ruggl ing before the  a l t a r .  In  

t h i s  manner, seven men w e r e  brought before t h e  a l t a r ,  facing the  

assembled people. (One of these  seven men had cut  short the  h a i r  

on the  top of h i s  head, leaving t h e  s ides  and back long; another 

had h i s  h a i r  c u t  o f f  shor t  on one s ide  of h i s  head; another had 

very long h a i r ,  each of t h e  o thers  i n  l i k e  manner had t h e i r  ha i r  in  

an unusual arrangement.) 

The seven men began t o  hop i n  a  c i r c l e  i n  one d i rec t ion ,  shut- 

ed "ha-ha" and reversed t h e i r  d i r ec t ion .  This was repeated two o r  

three  times. The men went t o  t h e  altat where each man picked up 

two f lags  and s t a r t ed  t o  dance holding them -- one waving the  f l ags  

over h i s  head, another holding t h e  f lags  on h i s  shoulder, another 

put a  flag between t h e  toes  of h i s  l e f t  foot .  They proceeded t o  

dance around i n  a c i r c l e  severa l  t imes,  then planted the  f l a g s  i n  

the  center of the  c i r c l e  and got together t o  drop the  chao. 

In  t h e  meantime t h e  drum and t h e b e l l s  w e r e  sounding loudly. A 

man brought out a  p l a t e  of white r i c e ,  p laced  i t  i n  t h e  center of 

the  f loor  and replaced t h e  flags around the p la te .  The wine glass- 

es were placed around t h e  f l a g s ,  and wine w a s  poured i n t o  the  

glasses .  Each man was given a chicken, with Lung Szu receiving 
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three chickens. The men held the chickens high above t h e i r  heads 

and proceeded- t o  dance around-  8eGersl more' t i m e s ,  with,o-uL.say- - . 

'ing a word. During t h i s  procedure the  chickens squawked and f l u t -  

tered t h e i r  wings wildly. The c i r c l e  was made smaller and the 

men hrouched down and strangled the  chickens. Four o r  f ive  young 

men appeared with swords and cut the  neck a r t e r i e s  of the chickens. 

The seven men raised the  chickens, with the  blood s t i l l  dripping, 

over t h e i r  heads, and danced again fo r  a short  while. Again they 

gathered i n  the  center ,  and crouching on the  ground, threw the 

chickens behind them. Additional chickens were brought i n  and the 

same rout ine was repeated. 

A handsome rooster  was given t o  Lung Szu. He gazed a t  the 

beak and a t  the  claws of the  rooster  for  a few seconds, held the 

rooster over h i s  head and s tar ted  t o  dance. The roos ter  f lu t tered  

wildly, Lung Szu's  ha i r  was disheveled, and he presented an un- 

earthly appearance. The roos ter ' s  blood colored the  r i c e  and the 

flags again,  and the  glasses of wine were dyed red. When th i s  was 

finished, the  seven men stood before the  a l t a r  while the  chao 

slipped through Lung Szu's hands several  times with the  men watch- 

ing the r e s u l t s  of the f a l l  of the  chao on the  ground. I could 

not t e l l  whether good fortune or bad was indicated. Lung Szu's 

express ion had not changed. 

The seven men before the a l t a r  faced the  crowd and again drop- 

ped t h e i r  heads forward. The sound of t he  drum and be l l s  ceased, 

the crowd dispersed, the  f e s t i va l  came t o  a close.  The seven men 

came out of t h e i r  t rance,  back t o  l i f e .  
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A party was i n  progess in  the homes of Chao Lung Szu, Chao Lung 

Huan and Chao Chin Mao. The headman of the v i l l age  and t h i r t y  or 

'£arty guests attended, proceeding from one house t o  the  other dur- 

ing the party. After the men E finished , the  womenfolk came t o  eat. 

The Yao re l ig ion i s  generally considered ancestor worship, but 

judging from the  previous description, it i s  a l so  connected b?ith 

shamanism. The v i l l a g e  shaman was the  man who rushed in to  the  

house where the  f e s t i v a l  was being held.  The Yao people r e f e r  t o  

the  shaman as H u n ~  Chia Jen_ ( in t h i s  case h i s  name was Cbeng 

T s a i  Ching). The Lao people refer  t o  him as M; ~ o ^  (meaning con- 

jurer  i n  the  Lao language). What i s  worshipped a t  the  a l t a r  i s  

the  s p i r i t  of the ancestors ,  bur besides t h i s ,  in  the  home of the 

v i l l age  headman some local  Taoist Deity i s  a l so  worshipped. All 

t he  Yao people a r e  t rained to  go eas i ly  in to  a trance from youth, 

and they dance with a l i v e  chicken herd; over t h e i r  heads, mimic- 

ing the  chicken i n  f l i g h t .  Drums a l so  play a prominent pa r t .  

These f ac t s  point up the  ro le  of shamnism; but i n  t h i s  f e s t i va l  

many other  factors  a r e  a l so  involved and it has a complex char- 

ac ter .  The people i n  the  vi l lage of Kaisou do not want t o  shoth7 

t h i s  f e s t i v a l  t o  ou t s iders ,  and they pa r t i cu l a r ly  do not want to  

t a l k  about the  shaman t o  outsiders. My f r iend,  Cheng Chin Chung 

wrote the  name Hung Chia Jen in  my notebook, but he immediately 

erased i r .  28 

In t h i s  Yao v i l l a g e ,  there i s  no v i l l a g e  shrine.  Lao vi l lages 

have a v i l l age  shr ine  which i s  called Ho:nhi (meaning the house * 

of the  s p i r i t ) .  29 23 



O t h e r  Inter-Cultural Relationship5 

There .a re  many minority groups located i n  northern Laos , but 

they a re  firmly t ied  together by bonds of common commercial in te r -  

e s t ,  in  which t he  Lao play the  cent ra l  ro le .  Actually, the  v i l lages  

of the minority groups a r e  geographically separated and t h e  people 

of these ;illages l i v e  i n  i so la t ion ,  but a t  the  same time they have 

a close' in ter - re la t ionship  with each other.  For example, i n  the  N a m  

Tha market i n  northern Laos, the  following people gather: Thai D a m ,  

Meo, Yao, Lu, Kha Mou, Kha Kho, Lanten, as  well as Pakis tani ,  Viet- 

namese and Chinese merchants. On the  other  hand, the  Kha Mou 

people, Yao and Meo meet in  the  neighborhood of the Thai v i l l age  of 

Pha Tang. Pha Tang i s  the  cen t ra l  trading place for  many minority 

vi l lages.  30 

With regard t o  spec i f i c  t rading pa t te rns ,  in  the  Thai-Lao v i l -  

lages there a r e  straw hats made by the  Phou Theng as well a s  baskets 

and ken tso, a type of raincoat ;  carrying baskets and:cMldren:s .hats  

a r e  made by the  Yao people. On the  other  hand, the arch i tec tu re  of 

the houses i n  the  Phou Theng vi l lages  shows Yao in£ luence. Grinding 

stones a re  another instance of t h i s  influence. Necklaces made by 

the Meo t r i b e ,  bracelets made by the  Yao, woven c lo ths ,  s k i r t s  and 

head turbans made by the  Lao a re  a l s o  widely used. In  Yao vi l lages  

the - ta:n (chair)  made by the Lao, i s  frequently observed, and 

nam (bamboo pipe) for  scooping water a l s o  seems t o  be from the Lao. - 
A variety of merchandise from Europe, Japan and Hong Kong i s  import -  

ed through the  Lao. 

With regard t o  methods of communication among the  groups, the 

Lao language plays the  chief r o l e  among the  Yao, Meo and Phou Theng 
24 



t r i be s .  The three groups speak the Lao language (for trade pur- 

poses). On the  other hand, the  Lao do not have a knowledge of 

' any other language. Very few Lao know Phou Theng words and even 

fewer understand Yao or Meo. The in ter - re la t ionship  between the  

~ a o - g r o u p s  and the other surrounding peoples i s  not new bur has 

considerable time depth. In the  vocabulary of the other groups 

a r e  many words borrowed from Lao; 'e. g. , i n  the  Phou Theng Lan- 

guage the numerals a re  completely replaced by Lao words, and such 

words as  key tau, &, om and a,  a r e  from the  Lao language. & 

(negation) i s  also occasionally used. On t h i s  point, there i s  a 

31 
difference between the  northern and southern Phou Theng t r ibes .  

In the Yao language there  a r e  the  words -, K w ,  B, xhich m a y  
- 

possibly have a common origin,  'although I cannot -con£ i r m  th i s .  

With the  exception of one case ( t he  husband i s  Phou ~ h e n g ?  

marriages of the Yao people take place mostly within the t r i be .  

Contrary t o  a widespread. idea. tha t  the '  Lao do not intermarry with 

the  Phou Theng and Meo, i n  r e a l i t y  there  a r e  a surprising number 

of such marriages. I cannot decide whether t rade among the d i f -  

ferent  groups has brought about intermarriages or whether the  con- 

verse i s  t rue.  However, the  existence of intermarriage i t s e l f ,  i s  

an undeniable fact .  

The interchange of materials ,  people and l i n g u i s t i c  patterns 

among the  t r i be s  i s  not always on an equal basis. Each group 

occupies a d i f ferent  posi t ion.  
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In  Pha Tang and i t s  v i c i n i t y ,  Lao c u l t u r e  i s  t h e  dominant 

influence. The c l e a r e s t  d i s t i n c t i o n  i s  found between t h e  Lao and 

'.the Phou Theng. The l a t t e r  work f o r  t h e  Lao a t  very low wages, 

and they /outwardly/ accept t h e i r  p o s i t i o n  as servants  of the  Lao 

people. The Phou Theng, a s  seen by t h e  Lao, a r e  not c lever  bu t  

good borkers.  I sympathized with t h e  Phou Theng people who ex- 

ercised s e l f  -control  and responded t imidly  t o '  t h e  La?. The cu l ture  

of the  Yao and t h e  Lao i s  on the  same l e v e l ,  but some of the  Yao 

look down on the Lao. For t h e i r  p a r t ,  t h e  Lao consider the  Yao 

as  temporary inhab i t an t s ,  and think it only n a t u r a l  t h a t  the  Lao 

p r o f i t  from them by ac t ing  as intermediar ies  i n  t h e  opium trade 

and associated commerce. The Lao wish only t o  c o l l e c t  r e n t ,  meta- 

phorical ly  speaking, from the  Yao, but they a r e  not w i l l i n g  to 

maintain p o l i t i c a l  and soc ia l  r e l a t i o n s  with them. A s  seen by the  

Lao, the  Yao a r e  good workers and wealthy people,  and a r e  second 

i n  wisdom t o  the  Lao. Some Yao a r e  a t tempting t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  

Lao soc ie ty .  When they v i s i t  Lao v i l l a g e s  i n  t h e  v a l l e y ,  some of 

them change t h e i r  c lo thes ,  put on wool sweaters ,  and mingle with 

t h e  Lao. They acknowledge the King of Laos and t h e i r  subordin- 

a t i o n  t o  t h e  Lao government. On t h e  o t h e r  hand, they have not for -  

32 
gotten t h e  e x i s t e n t e  of t h e  mythical Yao King. The re l a t ionsh ip  

between t h e  Lao and t h e  Meo, a t  l e a s t  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of the  v i l -  

lage  of Pha  Tang, i s  not as c lose a s  it i s  t o  the  Yao. The few 

Meo v i l l a g e s  a r e  located a t  a grea t  d is tance .  They a r e  poorer 

than t h e  Yao people: here  the Meo a r e  located a t  t h e  edge of the 

Lao world. B r i e f l y ,  the  c u l t u r a l  p o s i t i o n  of each group i s  taken 
26 














	minority_00002.pdf
	minority_00003.pdf
	minority_00004.pdf
	minority_00005.pdf
	minority_00006.pdf
	minority_00007.pdf
	minority_00008.pdf
	minority_00009.pdf
	minority_00010.pdf
	minority_00011.pdf
	minority_00012.pdf
	minority_00013.pdf
	minority_00014.pdf
	minority_00015.pdf
	minority_00016.pdf
	minority_00017.pdf
	minority_00018.pdf
	minority_00019.pdf
	minority_00020.pdf
	minority_00021.pdf
	minority_00022.pdf
	minority_00023.pdf
	minority_00024.pdf
	minority_00025.pdf
	minority_00026.pdf
	minority_00027.pdf
	minority_00028.pdf
	minority_00029.pdf
	minority_00030.pdf
	minority_00031.pdf
	minority_00032.pdf
	minority_00033.pdf
	minority_00034.pdf
	minority_00035.pdf



