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The P e o ~ l e  2nd t h e  ~ r e a : l  

The Meo people sp read  over  t h e  mountain areas of m u c h  of South- 
2 a s t  A s i a .  "The ?11iao, a mountain dwel l ing  people  i lz South and 
F e s t  China, c o n s t i t u t e  one o f  t h e  l a r g e s t  z b o r i g i n a l  groups o f  
South China, numbering i n  t h e  m i l l i o ~ s .  " 2  I n  North etnam the 
Zeo number a b o u t  60,000,3 i n  Thai land a few thousand':' and " i l l  

Laos they l i v e  s c a t t e r e d  i n  h i g h  mountain a r e a s  and a r e  s a i d  t o  
number about 50 ,000."5  

The 31eo a r e  i n  t h e  p rocess  o f  d r i f t i n g  southward. S ince  they 
a r e  s u c l ~  v a s t  numbers and y e t  have no t e r r i t o r y  o f  t h e i r  own, 
they have been a s t a t e  o f  u n r e s t  f o r  c e n t u r i e s . 6  Roux, who has  
followed t h e  development o f  Meo h i s t o r y  i n  Indoch ina ,  s t a t e s :  
"I t  seems, i f  one can jud.ge by t h e  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n s  which they 
( t h e  Xeo) have c a r r i e d  t o  t h e  t e r r a i n  during t h e  f o r t y  y e a r s  
t h a t  I have fo l lowed  thec1,that t h e i r  f i rs t  m i g r a t i o n s  do n o t  
go beyond 120 t o  140 y e a r s .  Those who were a l r e a d y  ' v i l l a g e  
e l d e r s , '  some o f  whom were o v e r  f o r t y  y e a r s  o f  age ,  inComed me 
t h a t  - t h e i r  f a t h e r s  came from t h e  extreme west o f  t h e  Chinese 
province o f  ' Sze-Tchouan' f r o m  t h e  e a s t e r n  s l o p e s  of t h e  
Himalayas,"7 T h i s  would g i v e  c redence  t o  s t a t e m e n t s  of  t h e  
x r i t e r f s  i.nformants t h z t  t h e i r  a n c e s t o r s  f irst  e n t e r e d  Xieng 
Khouang P r o v i n c e  about  a c e n t u r y  ago. 

Xieng IChouang P r o v i n c e  i s  l o c a t e d  i n  n o r t h e r n  ~ a o s . ~  The pro- 
~ r i n c i a l  c a p i t a l  %vhich c a r r i e s  t h e  same name i s  l o c a t e d  about  
193.5 degrees  e a s t  o f  Greenwich and about 19  degrees  n o r t h  of 
t h e  equator .  The province i s  l a r g e l y  a p l a t e a u  o f  about 4000 
f e e t  a l t i t u d e  surrounded by mountains  which r i s e  1000 t o  5000 
f e e t  above t h e  p l a t e a u .  

~ O U X  s t a t e s  t h a t  an es t ima ted  30,000 l.'leo l ived. i n  t h e  e a s t e r n  
p a r t  of t h e  P r o v i n c e  of Xieng Khouang i n  1920.9 I t  i s  n o t  sur -  
p r i s i n g ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  t h a t  a r e c e n t  e s t i m a t e  (1959) p laced  t h e  
number of  Meo i n  t h e  e n t i r e  p r o v i n c e  2s 45,000. Th i s  e s t i m a t e  
w a s  g iven i n  c o n v e r s a t i o n  by t h e  L a o t i a n  governor .  

I n  t h e  'I 'rovince of Xieng Khouang t h e r e  i s  a g e n e r a l  c l a s s i f i c a -  
t i o a  of t h e  t h r e e  major e t h n i c  groups  according t o  t h e  t o t o -  
graphy : 

Lao. The Lao l i v e  p r i n c i p a l l y  i n  r i v e r  v a l l e y s ,  where they carry on i r r i g a t e d  wet r i c e  c u l t u r e .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h i s  s t a p l e  
c rop ,  they grow tobacco,  s t r a w  f o r  making t h a t c h e d  r o o f s ,  and 
d i v e r s  minor c r o p s .  They know some c r a f t s ,  such  as p o t t e r y  
making and weaving, bu t  very few o f  t h e i r  number approach t h e  
s t a t u s  of s p e c i a l i s t s .  The Lao l i v e  i n  e l e v a t e d  bamboo o r  



wooden houses wi th  tha tched  r o o f s .  A very few l i v e  i n  b e t t e r  
houses 1;nth p l a s t e r e d  vralls ad t i l e  r o o f s .  These a r e  u s u a l l y  
governnent o f f i c i a l s  and merchants .  

. - The Lao a r e  - p o l i t i c 2 l l j r  6ominmt :n Laos, 3ut mairztain o n l y  a 
narrow margin o f  a u t h o r i t y  in Xieng Khouang. They 2 r e  B u d d h i s t i c ,  
m d  t h e i r  s t r o n g  adkerence t o  t h e i r  r e l i g i o n  i s  a cohes ive  
i n t e g r a t i v e  f o r c e  i n  their s o c i e t y .  ?:lost n a l e s  spend some y e a r s  
i n  t h e  "pagodas" i n  s tudy .  The Lao s o c i e t y  and c u l t u r e  appears  
we l l  i n t e g r a t e d  wi th  no major  s t r e s s  o r  u n s a t i s f i e d  needs  be ing  
evidenced. 

Xhmu: The I(hmu, v~ho a r e  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  f o o t h i l l s ,  c a r r y  on 
both  wet r i c e  farming and mountain r i c e  h o r t i c u l t u r e .  They 
l i v e  i n  houses which resemble t h e  Lao i n  s t y l e  b u t  which a r e  
g e n e r a l l y  of bamboo, and l e s s  durab le .  

The Khmu a r e  dec ided ly  a ~ o l i t i c a l  m i n o r i t y .  They g i v e  l i t t l e  
i n d i c a t i o n  of a t t e m p t i n g  o r  d e s i r i n g  t o  a t t a in  p o l i t i c a l  au- 
tonomy o r  p o l i t i c a l  r e c o g n i t i o n .  

. . . t h e  Ichmu show s i g n s  of  d e t e r i o r a t i o n  and d i s i n t e g r a -  
t i o n .  The gongs and j a r s  of  tremendous v a l u e  vhich  a r e  
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  t r i b a l  peoples  i n  s o u t h e a s t  A s i a ,  and 
which a r e  remembered as a p a r t  of  Xhmu c u l t u r e  o f  t h e  
p a s t ,  a r e  v i r t u a l l y  gone. I n  a l l  of  s o u t h e a s t  A s i a  t h e s e  
gongs and j a r s  a r e  a f o c a l  p o i n t  o f  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  cul -  
t u r e .  They a r e  symbols of  p r e s t i g e  and weal th .  The f ~ c t  
t h a t  they have d i sappeared  among t h e  Ichmu, and t h a t  
apparen t ly  n o t h i n g  h a s  r ep laced  them, i s  c e r t a i n l y  o f  
s i g n i f i c a n c e .  1 0  

The ichmu, v~ho have borrowed much from t h e  Lao, have n o t  adoptea  
Buddhism. They have a form of  animism. 

1:Ieo: - The 1:Ieo a r e  u s u a l l y  l o c a t e d  h igh  on t h e  f l a n k s  o f  t h e  
mou:ltains but  j u s t  belovr t h e  s u m m i t .  Thei r  c u l t u r e  i s  des- 
c r i b e d  i n  g r e a t e r  d e t a i l  below, b u t ,  a few i t e m s  a r e  
a t  t h i s  p o i n t  f o r  co~npar i son  with t h e  Lao 2nd I(hrnu.1 fiVen 
The 1.1eo engage p r i m a r i l y  i n  " s l a s h  and burn" a g r i c u l t u r e .  Dry 
mountain r i c e  i s  t h e i r  s t a p l e  food. T h e i r  homes of  rough 
wooden boards a r e  b u i l t  on t h e  ground. Corn and some v e g e t a b l e s  
a r e  grown, but  they  a r e  p a r t i c u l a r l y  knovm f o r  t h e i r  p r o d u c t i o n  
o f  opium. 

The Fee appear  t o  have maintained a h i g h e r  degree  o f  s o c i a l  and 
p o l i t i c a l  so1idar i -Q t h a n  t h e  Khmu. I n  t h e  m a t e r i a l  c u l t u r e ,  
t h e  1:Ieo h a ~ r e  r e t a i n e d  t h e i r  d i s t i n c t i v e  d r e s s ,  a r e  r e l u c t a n t  
t o  use  t h e  o f f i c i a l  l o c a l  cur rency,  and p e r s i s t  i n  t h e i r  t r a d i -  
t i o n a l  h a b i t a t .  I n  t h e  a b s t r a c t  and s u b j e c t i v e  rea lm,  t h e  Keo 



cont inue  i n  an a c u t e  consc iousness  o f  !Aeo s o c i e t y  and c u l t u r e ,  
and r e f l e c t  t h i s  consc iousness  i n  t h e i r  r i g i d  r e f u s a l  t o  adopt  
f r e e l y  elements o f  Lao c u l t i r r e .  

. - 
Minor Z t l ~ n i c  G r o u ~ s :  :!ith r a re  e x c e p t i o n ,  t h e  minor e t h n i c  
groups o f  t h e  p rov ince  a r e  l o c a t e d  i n  o r  n e a r  Xieng Khouang 
town .  The toun,  w i t h  a p o p u l a t i o n  o f  about 1 , 5 0 0  p e o p l e ,  s e r v e s  
as t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  and c o m r e r c i a l  c e n t e r  f o r  t h e  p rov ince .  
Vietnamese a r t i s a n s ,  Chinese t r a d e r s ,  I n d i a n  c l o t h  merchants ,  
and r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  Western c u l t u r e s  may be  found i n  town. 
The wes tern  c u l t u r a l  i n f l u e n c e  i s  c a r r i e d  on by t h o s e  who 
r e p r e s e n t  Western governments,  s e r v e  as m i s s i o n a r i e s ,  o p e r a t e  
t h e  o f f i c e  o f  a commercial a i r l i n e ,  and a few l e g i o n n a i r e s  vrho 
have s e t t l e d  i n  t h e  a r e a  as r a n c h e r s  o r  a r t i s a n s .  

S i n c e  t h i s  paper  w i l l  d e a l  w i t h  t h e  1.Ieo v~ho l i v e  i n  t h e  genera l  
proximity of Xieng Khouang tov.n, t h e  w r i t e r  f e e l s  i t  worth- 
whi le  t o  g i v e  j u s t  a b r i e f  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  a r e a .  The most 
prominent b u i l d i n g  i n  t h e  town w a s  a huge p a l a t i a l  s t r u c t u r e  
which served  as t h e  r e s i d e n c e  f o r  t h e  French Counse l lo r .  The 
Lao t i an  governor ,  e n t i t l e d  ' I  Chao IChoueng, I '  l i v e d  i n  a l a r g e  
b u t  l e s s  knposing home. These and a few o t h e r  b u i l d i n g s  were 
cons t ruc ted  o f  b r i c k  and t i l e .  Such b u i l d i n g s  belonged t o  
o f f i c i a l s ,  t h e  P r e ~ c h  army, u t d  a few l o c a l  b u s i n e s s  men. 
P u b l i c  b u i l d i n g s  c o n s i s t e d  o f  a s c h o o l ,  a h e a l t h  c l i n i c ,  o f f i c e  
b u i l d i n g s  f o r  t h e  government, and t h e  d a i l y  market p a v i l i o n .  
O n l y  one s t r e e t  ran through t h e  town, wi th  t h e  above-mentioned 
b u i d l i n g s  and e i g h t  s m a l l  shops  b e i n g  l o c a t e d  a long  i t s  s i d e s .  

Back of t h e s e  more prominent b u i l d i n g s ,  t h e  g e n e r a l  popu la t ion  
l i v e d  i n  s c a t t e r e d  c l u s t e r s  o f  homesteads. Some such  c l u s t e r s  
might be l i m i t e d  t o  a s i n g l e  e t h n i c  group, whi le  o t h e r s  might 
be i n h a b i t e d  by s e v e r a l  g roups .  The dwel l ings  were o f  any 
a r c h i t e c t u r e  2nd b u i l t  of  m y  combinat ion of  m a t e r i a l s .  One 
sensed t h a t  most o f  t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s  considered t h e i r  r e s i d e n c e s  
t o  be o n l y  temporary.  

Only the  e i g h t h  month f e s t i v a l  and t h e  d a i l y  market s e r v e d  as 
i n t e g r a t i n g  e lements  f o r  t h e  commuriity i n  Xieng IChouang tovm. 
The school  was l i m i t e d  i n  i t s  enrolment ,  and t h e  numerous 
r e l i g i o u s  groups prec luded any  cohes ion  a long  r e l i g i o u s  l i n e s .  

Before t h e  a r r i v a l  o f  t h e  vn- i te r  i n  t h i s  a r e a ,  a r o a d  had been 
maintained from t h e  Coas t  i n  Vinh, Viet-Nam, t o  t h e  b o r d e r  o f  
Thai land.  Th i s  road  passed  th rough  Xieng Khouang. Because of 
d i f f i c u l t i e s  of maintenance d u r i n g  t h e  Communist a c t i v i t i e s ,  
t h i s  road w a s  c l o s e d .  T r a v e l  i n  and o u t  of  t h e  p r o v i n c e  had 
t o  be by 2 l a n e .  A s m a l l  a i r l i n e  o p e r a t e d  t h e  s t u r d y  DC3 plarres 
dur ing  t h e  dry s e a s o n ,  and a s m a l l e r  bush p lane  d u r i n g  t h e  
r a i n y  season.  Communications were made e i t h e r  by l e t t e r  o r  by 
t h e  p u b l i c  w i r e l e s s .  These s e r v i c e s  followed a semblance of 
r e g u l a r i t y ,  b u t  were never  c e r t a i n .  



The ra iny  season  served  t o  i s o l a t e  t h e  a r e a  f o r  t h e  most n a r t ,  
I-l  rails .irere s l i p p e r y  2nd dangerou-s, l a n d s l i d e s  were c o ~ c a ~ n ,  a d  
2.ir t r a v e l  infrequent ;  2uld dangerous .  Often v~eelcs would p a s s  
~ 1 1 t h  p lane  be ing  a b l e  -GO l z l d ,  b ~ t  s u p 2 l i e s  and m a i l  con- 
t inued t o  come -Lo t h e  a r e 2  by s a r s c h u t e .  I n  s h a r p  cofitrasJc, 
tke  szason brouglit much activity i n  tovrn an? even t o  t h e  
remote p a x t s  of -t;b.e ~ r o v i n c e .  F i e l d s  were being c l e z r e d  t o  be 

n kurned off l a t e r .  l ra i ls ,  r o a d s ,  b r i d g e s  and b u i l d i n g s  ?rJere 
r e p a i r e d ,  and merchar t s  competed w i t h  one a o - c h e r  t o  c h a r t s r  
, aaes t o  b r i n g  i r ~  flew s t o c k s  rnd  t o  r e p l e n i s h  t h e i r  s u p p l i e s .  l1 
~ ~ r i c . < s  vrould beg in  t o  drop as s c a r c e  i t ems  b e c m e  p l e n t i f u l  

. - and -;;ne r i c e  was being  h a r v e s t e d .  Never the less ,  a i r  f r e i g h t  
charges nad-e importecl p r o d u c t s  tvro and t h r e e  t imes h i g h e r  t h a n  
p r i c e s  a t  t h e  c o a s t .  People moved abou t ,  and t h e  market b e c m e  

z x c i t i n g  p l a c e  wi th  marly' new i t e m s  appear ing  on t h e  r a c k s .  - 

Such w a s  Xieng Khouang town around which l i v e d  t h e  Xeo, j~a.0, 
zn_d Irlhmu i n  e v e r  widening a r c s .  Except  f o r  some groups  ;-rho had 
m~ver?. i n f o  t enporay j  c u a r t e r s  c l o s e  t o  town, t h e  n e a r e s t  Heo 
-1ij.l-p.ge ;-[as alz hour  2wa7 by t r a i l .  Other  v i l i z g e s  wiicil were 
fli;e days away fro!n Xieilg EThoi-~aflg s t i l l  considered t h e  -town as 
t h e l r  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  and t r a d i n g  c e n t e r .  

Xieng Kllo~iang W ~ S  a l s o  t h e  hone of  a v e r j  important  2;Ie.o 
persocage named 'I''ou1~~. IIe i s  s i n g l e d  o u t  at - th i s  p o i n t  because 
of  h i s  unique p o s i t i o ~ .  Tollby Isras recogr~ ized  by t h e  French 
c o l o n i a l  g o v e r ~ m e n t ,  2nd r~ow i s  recognized  by t h e  icdependent  
Laot ian  goverrxent as  t h e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of t h e  Meo people.  H e  
i s  highly reisnected by bo th  t h e  governme~tand  h i s  ovm Meo s o c i e t y .  
Touby and t h e  p r o v i n c i a l  governor a r e  c o ~ p a r a t i v e l y  y o w g  men 
artd ma in ta in  a c l o s e  r e l a , t i o n s h i p  o n  bo th  personal  and o f f i c i a l  
l e v e l s .  

Touby h a s  championed t h e  !fie0 people .  l::~liile holding a pos i -  
t i o n  of i n f l u e n c e  l ~ i t h  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  he a l s o  co~mands  t h e  
r e s p e c t ,  conf idence ,  and s u p 2 o r t  o f  t h e  ivleo. He i s  knovm 
througliout t h e  whole a r e a ,  .and t h e  l.!Ieo a r e  quiclc t o  respond t o  
r e q u e s t s  made by  hi^. 

~ u s t  nov~ and when Touby z t t a i n e d  t h i s  s t z t u s  i s  n o t  knovm t o  
t h e  v r i t e r .  ISe l i v e s  next  t o  t h e  Lao governor,  m a i n t a i n s  a 
Yieo m i l i t i a ,  and h a s  been i n f l u e n - t i a l  in having ?Vleo young people  
zdmitted to  t h e  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s .  During Viorld \;.-ar I1 a d  a g a i n  
dur ing  t h e  Communist i n v a s i o n  o f  1953-1953, he w a s  gi-ren a f i e l d  - 
s t a t i o n  bes ide  t h e  French and Lao comm,mders, and through h i s  
Meo m i l i t i a  f u r n i s h e d  t h e  government f o r c e s  vrith almost  uncanny 
i n t e l l i g e n c e  and " g u e r r i l l a "  s u p n o r t .  Perhaps t h e  l a t t e r  i s  a 
f a c t o r  i n  h i s  pr,eser,t " r o l e .  I '  3 0 t h  t h e  French-Lao admin i s t r a -  
tion a d  t h e  @eo people  h a t e d  t h e  Gapanese and Zonmunist f o r c e s .  
n louby helped t o  i n t e g r a t e  t i le two groups  i n  d r i v i n g  ou t  t h e s e  

invaders .  



Today t h e  g0vernmer.t s e e s  Touby as t h e  r e 2 r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  t h e  
Me0 and t h e  communicztor between The :.fie0 geople  anci t h e  adminis-  
t r a t i o n .  The Meo s e e  Tou-by from t h e  o t h e r  s i d e ,  as one vho c m  
i n f l u e n c e  t h e  goverrLnent znd communicate t k e  "z ind"  of t h e  F!eo 
t o  t h e  governmel~lt L? an e f f e c t i v e  manner. - Thus Touby a-opears 
t o  be t he  "connect ing lip!:: between t h e  Lao gover-menta l  o r g a n i -  
z a t i o n  and t h e  Fdeo ' s indigenous  p o l i t i c z l  system which e x t e n a s  
only t o  t h e  d i s t r i c t  l e v e l .  I n  e f f e c t ,  t h e  v a r i o u s  d i s t r i c t s  
a r e  now brought t o g e t h e r  i n  a n  o f f i c e  which the2  have no t  
i n s t i t u t e d  but i n  which Touby h a s  been i n s t a l l e d ,  v i t h  power, 
by t h e  government. He i s  i n  a p o s i t i o n  t o  b r i n g  p r e s s u r e  t o  b e a r  
on t h e  government i n  b e h a l f  o f  t h e  Meo, and l i k e w i s e ,  he i s  a b l e  
t o  i n f l u e n c e  t h e  Neo toward adherence  t o  t h e  governmentr s 
programs. For t h e  purpose o f  t h i s  p a p e r ,  t h e  i .vr i ter  c o n s i d e r s  
Touby as t h e  "paramount c h i e f "  of t l ie  Meo i n  Xleng Khouang 
Prov ince .  

Meo S o c i a l  Organiza t ion .  

I t  appears  t h a t  a p a t r i l i n e a l  c l z n  system n o t  an ly  dominates 
Meo s o c i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  but  a l s o  s e r v e s  as a primary i l z t e g r a t i 2 g  
f a c t o r  i n  1,leo c u l t u r e  as a whole.  It 5 u n c t i o c s  i n  a cohes ive  
manner t o  i n t e r r e l a t e  t h e  s o c i a l ,  p o l i t i c a l ,  economic, and re-  
l i g i o u s  a s p e c t s  o f  Meo c u l t u r e .  

The household i s  t h e  b a s i c  u n i t  i n  t h e  J.leo s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e .  
The term "household" must b e  t r e a t e d  sornevtkiat l o o s e l y ,  s i n c e  i t  
need n o t  r e f e r  only t o  t h o s e  who l i v e  In one house. Ra the r ,  i t  
i n c l u d e s  tizose persons who a r e  u n d e r  t h e  a u t h c r i t y  o f  t h e  house- 
h o l d e r .  This means t h a t  a man' s (househo lde r '  s )  household w i l l  
c o n s i s t  of h i s  wife  o r  wives ,  h i s  c h i l d r e n ,  t h e i r  wives and 
c h i l d r e n ;  and poss ib ly  c h i l d r e n  i n  t h e  n e x t  g e n e r a t i o n .  I n  
a d d i t i o n ,  the  household may have a few r e l a t i - c e s  who a r e  t o o  
f e e b l e ,  e i t h e r  phys ica l ly  o r  m e n t a l l y ,  t o  m a i n t a i n  normal r e s -  
p o n s i b i l i t i e s ,  and a r e  dependent upon t h e i r  r e l a t i v e s  i n  t h i s  
p a r t i c u l a r  household. 

Members of  a household always c a r r y  t h e i r  c l a n  name i n  ad- 
d i t i o f i  t o  - t h e i r  g iven  names. I h e  c l a n  names g e n e r a l l y  f i n d  t h e i r  
o r i g i n  i n  mythology. Complete s t r a n g e r s  wno a r e  unable  t o  d i s -  
cover  any common ances t ry  b u t  who have t h e  saqe  c l a n  name con- 
s i d e r  each o t h e r  t o  be " c l a n  b r o t h e r s "  and, consequent ly ,  
observe  any f o r m a l i t i e s  o r  b e h a v i o r  which a r e  t h e r e f o r e  incum- 
ben t  upon then .  

Members of t h e  same l i n e a a e  r e f e r  t o  one a n o t h e r  i n  a common 
term,  t o  k e w  ti, "my yGungers and o l d e r s . "  I n  t h e  household 
t h e  members c z l l  each  o t h e r  by s p e c i f i c  terms which d e s i g n a t e  
t h e  a c t u a l  r e l a t i o n s i l i p  of  "egoN-  t o  any o t h e r  members o f - t h e  
household.  Thus, even i n  everyday speech  language s e r v e s  t o  
r e i n f o r c e  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e  i n  t h e  minds o f  t h e  
Xeo and i n p l i c i t l y  i n d o c t r i n a t e s  t h e  c h i l d r e n  i n  t h e  same. 



The ~ u i n e r i c a l  f a c t o r  deterrfiines t h e  2 c t ~ ~ ; a l  d o m i c i l e  of t h e  men- 
b e r s  of a household .  One may observe  e s  nany as 34 people l i v i n g  - 

under one r o o f .  FrequeriLly a marr ied  son  may e r e c t  a house 
c l o s e  t o  h i s  f a t h e r ' s  hone i n t o  linich he moves a f t e r  a c n i l d  is 
born.  Th i s  n o a l d  not  be cons idered  as 2 new household i n  t h e  
sense  t h a t  t h e  term i s  used i n  t h i s  paper .  

The household as a u n i t  s e r v e s  t o  t r a i n  t h e  c h i l d r e n .  Although 
c h i l d r e n  a r e  b a s i c a l l y  the  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  t h e i r  immediate 
p a r e n t s ,  i t  a p p e a r s  t h a t  everyone i n  t h e  household  t a k e s  a part 
i n  t h e  i n f o r m a l  educat ion  and t r a i n i n g  of a younger  person.  
C o r r e c t i o n s  may be  made by e l d e r s  w i t h o u t  i n c u r r i n g  t h e  baa w i l l  
o f  t h e  p a r e n t s .  One never obse rves  c o r p o r a l  punishment of  c h i l -  
dren ,  b u t  deep r e s p e c t  a d  obedience t o  p a r e n t s  and e l d e r s  a r e  
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  t h e  Meo. 

The Nee p l a c e  h i g h  value on o l d  age .  Ln t h e i r  concept ion ,  anyone 
of  o l d  age  shou ld  have r e s p e c t .  The term of  r e s p e c t  i n  Meo i s  
Txi Lau " g r a n d f a t h e r ,  I '  o r  La &, "grandmother .  I '  These terms - - 7  

may be a p p l i e d  t o  younger people  who have  a t t a i n e d  s p e c i a l  s t a t u s  
and dese rve  t h i s  s o r t  of r e s p e c t .  The B!eo t r a i n  t h e i r  youzg 
people t o  be s e l f - r e l i a n t ,  and they admire a s t r o n g  i n d i v i d u a l -  
i s t i c  s p i r i t .  A s t r a n g e r  i s  impressed by t h e  manners and p o i s e  
t h a t  a young llleo boy w i l l  demonstrate  when h e  i s  a lone .  Aqong 
h i s  e l d e r s ,  he i s  j u s t  one o f  a group i n  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  t h e  
r e s p e c t e d  e l d e r s .  

!-!iJinin a Ilousehold a young man may d i s a g r e e  w i t h  h i s  f a t h e r  only 
i n  t h e  m i l d e s t  e m s ,  a l though he may oppose him s t r o n g l y .  A s  
a man assumes fami ly  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s ,  h e  may become inc reas ing-  
l y  s e l f - a s s e r t i v e ,  bu t  should always pay d e f e r e n c e  t o  h i s  ag ing  
f a t h e r .  The women z r e  recognized as p o s s e s s i n g  a u t h o r i t y  over  
t h e  c h i l d r e n ,  b u t  i n  a l l  family c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  t h e  f a t h e r ' s  
:.vord i s  f i n a l  a u t h o r i t y .  Yet ,  should a f a t h e r  be t h e  son o f  a 
householder ,  he i s  expected t o  a c q u i e s c e  t o  t h e  w i l l  o f  t h e  
householder .  

I n  a i9eo v i l l a g e  one nlay f i n d  from one t o  f o r t y  houses .  The 
average  v i l l a g e  h a s  a b t  e i g h t  houses .  A v i l l a g e  may have but  
one household,  i n  which case t h e  househo lde r  h a s  t h e  s t a t u s  of 
a u t h o r i t y .  O f t e n  t h e r e  may be  s e v e r a l  househo lds  i n  a v i l l a g e ,  
i n  which case  t h e  e l d e s t  householder  u s u a l l y  f u n c t i o n s  as 
v i l l a g e  head. Furthermore, some l a r g e  v i l l a g e s  have more than  
one c l a n  r e p r e s e n t e d .  I n  t h i s  l a t t e r  c a s e ,  some c o m p l i c a t i ~ n s  
appear  i n  t h e  p a t t e r n .  This w i l l  be more f u l l y  d i scussed  under 
" F ' o l i t i c a l  Organ iza t ion .  " 

'Vhile a d i s t i n c t  u n i t  i n  t h e  s o c i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  t h e  household 
o p e r a t e s  i n  a s p h e r e  1~1hich i s  l a r g e l y  d e l i n e d  by t h e  p a t r i -  
l i n e a r  c l a n  sys tem.  This i s  i l l u s t r a t e d  i n  t h e  concepts  o f  
inarriage and t h e  events  l e a d i n g  t o  i t .  



The ?rsc- l ice  of exoc<an?c:ls marr iage  i s  a r t  or' t h e  customzry 
l a u .  Ir! keeping :::itl? i;!!e p r i n c i p a l  t h a t  20 one should  zzrry a 
person of h i s  ov.m c l a n ,  a modif ied b r o t h e r - s i s t e r  t aboo  i s  
observed be-i;l.:leelz members of t h e  o p p o s i t e  sex  :-:hen they a r e  of 
t h e  same clan.- Tlierefore,  i t  i s  improper f o r  2 young man t o  
manifest  Y r i v o l i t y  v i t h  a glrl bear ing  h i s  c l a n  name./ 

A f t e r  puberty a young man may a t t empt  t o  ga in  the a t t e n t i o r ?  of 
a young g i r l  of h i s  l i l c i ~ g .  O f  course  she  nus-i; be from a u i f -  
f e r e n t  c l a n .  Acquaintance i s  o f t e n  made and developed a t  such 
even t s  as the  New Year  F e s t i v a l  Season.  A v i l l a g e  u s u a l l y  i n -  
v i t o s  v i l l a g e s  o f  a n o t h e r  c l a n  t o  come f o r  f e s t i v i t i e s ,  vrhich 
inc lude  games, c o n t e s t s ,  v i s i t i n g  and f e a s t i n g .  The v i l l a g e  
i s  l i k e l y  t o  r e c e i v e  a r e c i p r o c a l  i n v i t a t i o n  b e f o r e  t h e  f i v e -  
day per iod  i s  ended. 

A t  such t imes everyone comes i n  h i s  o r  h e r  b e s t  c l o t h i n g  a long  
wi th  a l l  -1;he s i l v e r  ornaments t h a t  can be accumulated.  G i r l s  
proudly !- ear t h e i r  c o l o r f u l  s k i r t s  as a d i s p l a y  of t h e i r  a b i l i t y  
t o  sew and embroider.  The young men demonst ra te  t h e i r  pro\-less 
v i t i  horses  and i n  c o n t e s t s .  The p l a y i n g  of v a r i o u s  mus ica l  
ins t ruments  2nd t h e  c o n s t a n t  serenades  add t o  t h e  atmosphere 
02  t h e  occasson. 

A h a d  b a l l  game i s  a l w a y s  i.n o r d e r .  Lines  of '  young nen  f o r 3  
oppos i te  t o  l i n e s  of  young nomen. P a r t n e r s ,  each  from a < i f f e r -  
e n t  c l a n ,  s t a n d  f a c i n g  each o t h e r .  The g i r l  produces  a b a l l  
vrhich she has made from 1:iads of c l o t h .  This  i s  t o s s e d  back and 
f o r t h  \vith h e r  p a r t n e r .  Serenading  accompanies t h e  t o s s i n g  of  
t h e  ' ca l l ,  and may con t inue  f o r  hours  a t  a t ime.  T r a d i t i o n a l l y ,  
s c o r e s  a r e  kep t  o f  a l l  dropped b a l l s  each  e r r o r  being 
penal ized ,  [-!hereby t h e  g u i l t y  pa r ty  must d i s c a r d  one garmefit, 
as i n  " s t r i i , "  p i k e r .  The w r i t e r  never  observed t h i s  p r a c t i c e  
i n  e i t h e r  C h r i s t i a n  o r  non-Chr is t ian  v i l l a g e s ,  but  he  noted 
o t h e r  p e n a l t i e s  b e i n g  pa id ,  such as g i f t s  o r  "da tes ' !  f o r  t h e  
evening. However, f l i r t i n g  vlould be a mild term t o  u s e  f o r  
t h e  boy-gir l  r e l a t i o n s h i p  dur ing  such f e s t i v a l  s e a s o n s .  The 
::!riter has been t o l d  by h i s  informants  t h a t  sex-play i s  q u i t e  
f r e e  dur ing  t h e  evening hours .  

If the  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between a boy and a g i r l  deve lops  i n t o  a 
s e r i o u s  i n t e r e s t  f o r  each o t h e r ,  t h e  boy f i n d s  excuses t o  v i s i t  
h e r  v i l l a g e .  T r i a l  mar r i age ,  a normal p r a c t i c e  among t h e  Meo, 
i s  c a r r i e d  on v i t h  a semblance of  d i s a p p r o v a l  by t h e  g i r l f  s 
p a r e n t s .  It i s  customary For  a g i r l  who has  a t t a i n e d  puberty 
t o  s l e e ?  on a p l a t f o r m  a p a r t  from t h e  r e s t  o f  h e r  f a m i l y .  The 
young s u i t o r  may be expected  t o  v i s i t  h e r  d u r i n g  t h e  n i g h t ,  'out 
g u s t  come a d  go -3.urrept i t iously whi le  t h e  r e s t  of t h e  family 
i s  a s l e e p .  If t h e  young girl responds favorab ly  t o  t h e  young 
m a f  s advances, t h e  romance should end i n  m a r r i a g e .  
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