


The Miao are the most numerous of thr ha 
tribes of Northern Thailand. A remote an 1 
colourful people, they have in recent times 
appeared unwillingly on the political stage: 
because of their migratory habits which do 
not respect political boundaries and their 
involvement with opium growing, they have 
been branded as 'insurgents' by the govern- 
ments of Thailand and Laos. On the basis 
of his field-work among the Miao and his 
official dealings with the Government of 
Thailand, Professor Geddes has written an 
authoritative and wide-ranging study which 
will be welcomed by anthropologists generally 
and by all students of South-East Asia in 
particular. 
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