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LIAB THIAB KOOJ SIB NTAUS 
(NTSHIAB THIAB NTSHAUS) 

THE MONKEYS 

THE GRASSHOPPERS 

(from NJIA AND NJO) 





Liab mus pem dawm kooj. 

The monkeys went 
to grasshopper hill. 



Liab h a i s  t i a s ,  
': KOO j , 
n e j  t u a  peb i b  tug p o j  l i a b  

tuag  lawm. " 

They s a i d ,  
"You grasshoppers!  

You k i l l e d  our  cous in ."  



Kooj t e k  tias, 
"Peb tsis tau tua." 

"We did not!" 
the grasshoppers said. 



Liab h a i s  t i a s ,  
" N e j  t a u  t u a  kawg. 
Peb yuav nrog n e j  s i b  ntaus!" 

"Yes, you did .  
And w e ' r e  going t o  f i g h t  you!" 
t h e  monkeys y e l l e d .  



Koo j hais tias, 
"Tseem ntxov hwv. 
Tos ib me pliag 
kom hnub tuaj siab 
kom sov sov tso." 

The grasshoppers said, 
"It's early in the morning. 
Wait a while. 
The sun will come up 

and warm us." 



Ces liat txawm tos. 
Tos tos hnub tuaj siab siab. 
Sov sov kooj lawm 
ces kooj dhia mus 
rau saum liab taub hau. 

So the monkeys waited. 
The sun came up. 
The grasshoppers got warm. 
Then the grasshoppers jumped 
on top of the monkeys' heads. 



Cov l i a b  npau taws heev. 
Liab nqa 
t e j  n iag  r a b  qws l o  j l o j  
t u a j  n taus  kooj, t u a  kooj. 

The monkeys were angry. 
They g o t  big s t i c k s .  ' 

They wanted t o  k i l l  
t h e  grasshoppers.  



Liab  s i b  s i b  zog n t a u s  kooj. 

They h i t  hard.  V e r y  hard. 



Tab sis liab ntaus tsis tau kooj. 
Kooj twb xub dhia lawm. 

But they didn't kill 
the grasshoppers. 

The grasshoppers jumped 
away. 



Cov liab 
rov ntaus raug iiab taub i~au xwb. 

They h i t  other monkeys 
on t h e  head. 



Liab s i b  n t a u s  l i a b  ces l i a b  
tuag  i b  tug.  
Tuag ob tug .  
Tuag peb tug.  
Plaub t u g ,  

t s i b  tug ,  
r a u  tug ,  

xya tug ,  
yim tug  .... 

One monkey d ied .  
Two monkeys d i ed .  
Three monkeys d i ed .  
Four, f i v e ,  s i x ,  seven,  e i g h t .  ..... 



Ib niag l i a b  l o j  l o j  
n t s i a  n t s i a  cov tuag t a g  lawn 
ce s  nws txawrn t i a s ,  
"Ua c a s  yuav ua l i ?  
Cov tuag t a g  lawm 
a i s  tshuav kuv xwb." 

One big  monkey looked 
a t  a l l  t h e  o the r  monkeys. 

"What happened?" he asked. 
" A l l  t h e  o t h e r  monkeys 

a r e  dead but  me." 



Ces nws txawrn muab kooj ntes noj, 
ntes no j . 

Then he ate and ate 
and ate and ate 

grasshoppers. 



Nws noj noj kooj ntau ntau 
ces nws txakm cia li tuag lawm! 

He ate many grasshoppers, 
and he died! 
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