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THE HISTORY OF THE HMONG (MEO)

Jean Mottin



FOREWORD

I must first make a confession to the Hmong. Before coming
to Asia I did not know about them, nor did I even know that there
were people by the name of “Hmong” living in this world. It was only
when I came to Thailand that I heard about them as people originally
from China, and in love with the mountains. Doubtless they will easily
forgive me as apart from their people in Laos, very few know about
the French and where my Country is. The Hmong, as the French, are
very poor in geography.

I was then posted at Lomsak, Phetchabun Province, with
mission to visit Khek Noi, a small Hmong village, in the reserved
forest on the way to Phitsanulok. I at once felt the desire to know more
about the history of the people in order to know them better and I asked
them, but soon realized that the Hmong are as poor in history as in
geography, even in their own, probably due to the fact that having no
writing they have kept no records of their past. I then looked for books,
but the task was not easy, for, though the Hmong are better and better
known, very little has been published concerning. them so far. In
addition good research would require to have free access to libraries
in China. I nevertheless found some articles, and my notes becoming
more complete I decided to compile them into the present booklet.

I did so for two reasons : first, in order that the Hmong may
know about their history and the great feats of theirancestors. As you
will see their past is most thrilling indeed and worth reading about it.
This is why this English version has first been preceeded by a Thai one
more accessible to them, But then I was asked to do it for outsiders as
well, that we too may come to know this small people, so oftentalked
of, but so little understood,

As I was still writing, a friend of mine who knows the Hmong
well told me : “I hope this history of yours will turn out good, if not

the Hmong will never believe it. They do not know their history, but



still have the highest ideas about'it.”” Well, as it is 1 hope the Hmong
will believe me and love those lines, for in spite of the drawbacks that
their forefathers often had to suffer, it secms to me that they still have
good reasons to be proud of their past. Though they are but a small
people, the Hmong still prove to be great men. What particularly
strikes me is to see how this small race has always manged to survive
though they often had to face much more powerful nations. Let us
consider, for example, that the Chinese were 250 times more numerous
than they, and yet never found their way to swallow them. The Hmong
hardly number 3 million ; they have never possessed a country of their
own, they have never got a king worthy of this name, and yet they
have passed through the ages remaining what they have always wished
to be, that is to say : free men with a right to live in this world as
Hmong. Who would not admire them for that ?

I do hope that these few pages will not be the last ones, and
that their history will still go on for a long time, as glorious as in the
past. The Hmong living in Thailand must be faithful to the Courtry
which has so graciously accepted them and loves them. This is what I
do not cease repeating tothem.Yet, on the other hand, they must not
feel ashamed remain what they are. They have big shortcomings, as
we all have, but they also enjoy great qualities, and theimdress  their
feasts, their customs are so beautiful that we do not see why they
should do away with them. The patrimony that their forefathers have
passed on to them, sometimes at the price of their lives, they now have
the duty to preserve.

Before closing, I also wish to thank Rev. Sister Mary Gemma
Feeney very much for the kind help she gave me in the translation of
those notes from the French. Her English is certainly the best and could
truly be said the King’s English as in fact she used to be a teacher to
the King of this Country when he was still a young child. [ know that
she too loves the Hmong.

J. Mottin

Khek Noi,
Nov. 1978
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